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Two measures are advocated in answer to the fifth question. 
" First, the granting of water powers forever, either on non-navi- 
gable or navigable streams, must absolutely stop. It is perfectly 
clear that one hundred, fifty, or even twenty-five years ago our 
present industrial conditions and industrial needs were completely 
beyond the imagination of the wisest of our proceedings. It is 
just as true that we cannot imagine or foresee the industrial con- 
ditions and needs of the future." Water powers " must and 
should be developed mainly by private capital, and they must be 
developed under conditions which make investment in them profit- 
able and safe. But neither profit nor safety require perpetual 
rights." 

Second, " the men to whom the people grant the right to use 
water power should pay for what they get." 

To the sixth Mr. Pinchot answers by showing that the power 
to be gained from navigable streams differs only in that it is 
secured from a larger volume of water dropping a shorter dis- 
tance, and that since " every stream is a unit from its source to 
its mouth it is just as essential that the people should " retain and 
exercise control of water power monopoly on navigable as on 
non-navigable streams." 

These answers show that Mr. Pinchot advocates a policy 
" thoroughly democratic in its essence and tendencies," and em- 
phasizes his feeling that the people have the right and the duty, 
the duty no less than the right, to protect themselves against the 
uncontrolled monopoly of the sources which yield the necessaries 
of life. 

NEWS ITEMS 

At the University of Maine, Professor H. G. Bell, of the Iowa 
State College, has been elected professor of agronomy. 

Following the resignation of Professor Henry S. Graves, Pro- 
fessor J. W. Toumey has been appointed acting director of the 
Yale Forestry School. 

Mr. Darius Ogden Mills, of New York City, died recently in 
California ; among his public bequests is a gift of fifty thousand 
dollars to the New York Botanical Garden. 
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Wellesley has bought as a memorial the entire collection of 
lichens which was made by the late Professor Clara E. Cum- 
mings, Hunnewell professor of cryptogamic botany at Wellesley. 

Mr. F. A. Woods, chief of the Bureau of Plant Industry of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, has been ap- 
pointed dean of the agricultural department of the University of 
Minnesota. 

The establishment of an agricultural college at Mayaguez, 
Porto Rico, has been authorized by the territorial legislature and 
I. W. Hart, of the School of Agriculture, Sao Paulo, Brazil, has 
been elected president. 

Dr. Marshall A. Howe and Mr. Norman Taylor, of the New 
York Botanical Garden, have just returned from trips in the tropics. 
Dr. and Mrs. Howe were collecting in the Panama region and 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor in eastern Santo Domingo. 

Yale University has just received from Mrs. Russell Sage 
$650,000 to complete the purchase of Sachem's Woods, a large 
tract of land which will furnish a new campus and give building 
sites for new buildings, among them a biological laboratory. 

The subjects for the Walker prizes of 191 1 have been announced. 
Those of interest to botanists are : A study of the structure, 
development, and biology of some peat bog ; a comparative in- 
vestigation of the Gnetales ; the relation of Mendelism to natural 
selection ; and a monograph of some genus or group of fungi. 

Secretary Wilson, at a recent conference of the bureau chiefs 
of the Department of Agriculture, appointed a committee to 
report upon the amount of outside work which may be conducted 
by government employes ; the Secretary feels that the hundreds 
now so employed should produce results for the government 
before devoting part of their talents to outside interests. 

Mr. Gifford Pinchot, chief forester of the United States, has 
resigned his position, and Professor Henry S. Graves of the 
Yale Forestry School has been appointed in his place. As fores- 
ter, Mr. Pinchot has rendered invaluable services to his country, 
and it. is unfortunate that administrative difficulties have made 
such a change necessary. Fortunately, the present indications 
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are that Mr. Pinchot's interest and influence will be still felt in 
the forest preservation legislation under discussion. 

Applications for a scholarship at the Zoological Station at 
Naples, which affords opportunity for research in zoology, botany, 
and physiology (with all the materials, apparatus, and assistance, 
free of cost) should be sent to the secretary (Mrs. A. D. Mead, 
283 Wayland Ave., Providence, R. I.), on or before March 
1, 1 910. Attention is also called to the $1,000 prize, which has 
been offered periodically by the Association for the best thesis 
written by a woman, on a scientific subject, embodying new ob- 
servations and new conclusions based on an independent labora- 
tory research in biological, chemical, or physical science, and 
which will be awarded in April, 191 1. Circulars giving the con- 
ditions of the award of the prize will be furnished by the secretary. 

The Boston meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science was attended by more than thirteen 
hundred members and more than a thousand papers were pre- 
sented. The botanical papers offered by the botanical section of 
the Association, Section G, and by the Botanical Society of 
America, the Society of American Bacteriologists, the American 
Phytopathological Society, the Sullivant Moss Society, and the 
American Society of Naturalists number over one hundred and 
sixty. These included Professor Ganong's address (as retiring 
president of the Botanical Society of America) on the teaching 
of botany and Professor Richard's address (as retiring vice-presi- 
dent of Section G) on the nature of response to chemical stimula- 
tion. There was a symposium on botanical gardens, one on 
nuclear phenomena of sexual reproduction in thallophytes and 
spermatophytes, and another on plant responses. Other papers 
of interest to botanists and to teachers of botany were given by 
the following scientific bodies : the Association of Horticultural 
Inspectors, the American Nature Study Society, the American 
Association of Economic Entomologists, the Association of 
American Geographers, and by several divisions of the American 
Chemical Society : the Division of Agricultural and Food Chem- 
istry, the Division of Fertilizer Chemistry, the Biological Chem- 
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istry Section, the India Rubber Chemistry Section, and the 
American Society of Biological Chemists. 

In a recent message Governor Hughes announced a gift of 
Mrs. E. H. Harriman which adds to the park along the Hudson 
some ten thousand acres of land. The Palisade Interstate Park, 
established by the joint action of New York and New Jersey, 
extends from Fort Lee north on the western side of the Hudson 
nearly to Haverstraw. A smaller strip farther north, from Stony 
Point to Cornwall, is known as the Hudson Forest Reserve. The 
Harriman gift is a very wide, irregular piece of land between the 
two. Besides the land a million dollars was given for the pur- 
chase of adjacent property. Other wealthy people have given 
conditionally over $1,500,000 for the extension of this park: 
John D. Rockefeller and J. Pierpont Morgan, a half million 
dollars each ; Mrs. Russell Sage, William K. Vanderbilt, George 
F. Baker, James Stillman, John D. Archbold, William Rocke- 
feller, Frank A. Munsey, Henry Phipps, E. T. Stotesbury, E. H. 
Gary, and George W. Perkins, fifty thousand dollars each ; Helen 
Miller Gould, twenty-five thousand dollars ; Ellen F. James and 
Arthur Curtiss James, jointly, twenty-five thousand dollars ; and 
V. Everit Macy, twenty-five thousand dollars. The conditions 
under which these subscriptions were made stipulate that this 
park be put under the jurisdiction of the already existing Palisade 
Park Commission ; that the State of New York appropriate two 
and a half million dollars toward' the support of the park; and 
that a proportionate contribution be made by New Jersey. One 
side of the Hudson will therefore be fully guarded. The Palisade 
Park Commission has already given evidence of its efficiency and 
public spirit, having established the existing park without com- 
pensation and at the small cost (for personal expenses) of less 
than five hundred dollars, and this guardianship is a fitting tribute 
to its services. 



